90                THE   COLLECTED  WORKS   OF  MAHATMA   GANDHI

I am getting acquainted here with an expert musician.

Vandemataram from

BAPU

[PS.]

Mahadev has not yet returned from Bijolia1.

From a photostat of the Gujarati: S. N. 6416

106.   LETTER TO 0. S. GHATE

February 16, 1919

I have your valuable letter. I had telegraphed2 to you saying
that I had already written to the Home Member inquiring about
Government's decision. I passed that information on to Mrs.
Shuaib some time ago and thought that in due course it would
filter down to you and to our friends. At that time, Mr. Desai
was not by me and I restricted my correspondence as much as pos-
sible. At the time I wrote to Mr. Shuaib, I said also that in
the event of an unfavourable reply, the fight must commence* I
[was] then under the belief that my health would in a way permit
of my undertaking that activity. Unfortunately it has become
like a pendulum swinging to and fro and just at the present mo-
ment there is again a set-back and the doctors tell me that I
dare not undertake any exertion for three months. I am, however,
trying to speed recovery and I still hope that by the time I receive
the reply from Delhi I shall be ready for work.

Your letter gives me a greater insight into the Rowlatt Bills.
I detest them entirely and for me the Reforms will be useless if
the measures are passed. I am carefully watching the progress of
events in the country and I feel sure that the Brothers need not
yet take any steps about them. It is heart-rending three domes-
tic losses they have suffered. There is hardly a family left in
India that has not lost some dear ones. One's feelings almost

* A small principality in the State of Mewar, now part of Rajasthan.
Mahadev Desai was specially deputed by Gandhiji to inquire into the people's
grievances in Bijolia, Gandhiji had at one stage agreed to lead a satyagraha
movement there for redressing the grievances of the people.
2 The telegram is not available.